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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

•••

Gift launches Coopersville scholarship
A love of education and a commitment to the Coopersville area is
what prompted Ed and Nancy Hanenburg and their children to start the
Coopersville Scholarship. The scholarship is available to Coopersville
High School graduates who enroll as full-time freshman students at
Grand Valley. The Hanenburgs are providing a $1 million gift to initially
fund the scholarship in hopes others will be motivated to contribute to
the endowment.
"Coopersville is a nice community fu ll of caring people," said Ed
Hanenburg. "There are so many kids in the community that do well , but
can't afford a college education. We hope this scholarship wi ll become
'community owned."'
The Hanenburgs didn't attend Grand Valley, but said they feel an allegiance to the university. "We are so impressed with the quality of programs offered at Grand Valley and the low tuition cost," said Nancy
Hanenburg. "We've watched the university grow over the years . Grand
Valley is known for its academic standards while being one of the best
values in the state."

The project is paving the way for increased
energy independence and a greener future. The
energy plant has been such a success that a
major water and energy contractor is launching
a new division to help spread the technology
and potentially bring jobs to the Muskegon
area.

Ed and Nancy Hanenburg

"This will open doors for some who don 't have a sense of opportunity
about college because of affordability. This will put a dream within
reach for many."
Recipients for the Coopersville Scholarship will receive a minimum of
$1 ,000. Those who have attended Coopersville High School,
continued on page 2
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New partnership promotes biogas energy
Operations are just getting underway at a $2.7
million manure-to-electricity plant at the den
Dulk dairy farm in Ravenna, built in partnership with Grand Valley State University 's
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy
Center in Muskegon.

There are 2,600 students in the
Coopersville Area Public Schools;
there are about 840 in the high
school. The high school has a 97 .3
percent graduation rate and the
average MEAP and ACT scores are
above the state average. The high
school has also received the Blue
Ribbon Award of Excellence. In fall
2007 , 47 high school seniors applied
to Grand Valley and 16 enrolled.
"The potential is huge for our kids,"
said Kevin O'Neill, superintendent of Coopersville Area Public
Schools and Grand Valley alumnus .

Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas said: "The Hanenburgs have
built a bridge from Coopersville into the heart of our campus community. Everyone who supports this scholarship will be opening up so
many new opportunities for the youth of Coopersville. It says a lot about
a community when its citizens make education a priority. We're grateful
to be able to work with the Hanenburg family and others who will join

Across Campus

in the effort."

"Farm-to-energy projects are now an area of expertise for MAREC ,
given the success so far of this demonstration project," said MAREC
executive director Imad Mahawili . "So it's only natural for this new venture to be housed within MAREC."
The biodigester project holds many benefits.
It provides economical electric energy for the
farm and displaces grid energy for everyone
else, which is a great conservation technique. It
improves manure management options, which
is environmentally friendly. And it creates a
safe, clean compost product for farmers, once
the methane and pathogens have been extracted
from the manure by the biodigester.
Lineberry said the division will work on bringing the biogas technology developed by Entec
Biogas to more locations in the U.S. market.

The general contractor on the Ravenna project,
Scott Henry, President Thomas J. Haas, /mad
Mahawili, Sarah Lineberry and Robert Tuttle
Reynolds Inc. , is partnering with the Austrian
"Each of these companies has a vested interest
firm Entec Biogas GmbH, which developed
in the U.S. market ," Lineberry said. "Entec has had great success with
the technology for the biodigester plant. The companies launched a new
this technology around the world, and there 's great potential for it here.
division this month that hopes to build more of these plants in the U.S.
And
based on Reynolds' primary business of wastewater treatment plants
That division is based out of an office in MAREC . Sarah Lineberry,
and
piping,
they naturally have the skill set needed to build these plants.
MAREC's biomass project manager, has joined Reynolds to head up this
Both
companies
recognize this as a business they can expand upon."
new division.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY
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Anti-smoking policy committee appointed

freshman through senior year, may receive a larger grant than students
with fewer years attendance. Demonstration of financial need is not
required to receive the annual scholarship.

President Thomas J. Haas has appointed a special committee to review the
university's anti-smoking policy a decade after it was developed.

"This will not only have an immediate impact on our students, but
will benefit kids well into the future," said Ron Veldman, principal of
Coopersville High School and Grand Valley alumnus. "It's incredible to
think the scholarship has the potential to impact children that aren't even
born yet."

Grand Valley was one of the first universities to go smoke-free when it
banned smoking in university buildings 10 years ago.
"I've asked the special committee to look at the university policy to see if
it needs revising," said Haas . "It seems to me that this is a good time for
review."

Coopersville students can begin applying for the scholarship this spring;
award money can be used for fall admission.

The special committee will be chaired by Vice Provost and Dean of
Students Bart Merkle and Associate Vice President for Human Resources
Scott Richardson .

Presidents' Ball set for February 1

Other committee members will include faculty, staff and students, and
their appointments will be announced soon.

The 22nd annual Presidents' Ball, themed, "A Red Carpet Affair," will be
hosted by President Thomas J. Haas and Student Senate President Frank
D. Foster.

Theatre students attend national festival

The event will be held Friday, February 1, at the De Vos Place Ballroom
in downtown Grand Rapids. Dinner begins at 5:30 p.m. and the program
begins at 6:30 p.m. Dancing will be from 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m.

When 20 Grand Valley State University theatre students arrived in
Milwaukee for the Region 3 Kennedy Center American College Theatre
Festival , they were only another group in a sea of competition .

All students, faculty and staff are encouraged to attend this campus tradition. "A Red Carpet Affair" will showcase many of Grand Valley's talented students, with performances by After School Special, Midnite Snack,
and the Grand Valley Dance Department. The evening also includes the
premiere of a student's award-winning short film .

"By the time we left, Grand Valley was a known name in the world of
theatre," said student Katrina Niemisto, who directed one of the IO-minute
plays .

Several individulas will be honored at the ball, including Norman
Christopher, director of Grand Valley's Sustainability Initiative, who
will receive this year's Distinguished Individual of the Year award. The
Student Award for Faculty Excellence will be given to Darren Walhof,
professor of political science. The winner of the Presidential Appreciation
award will be revealed at the event. Tickets are available at the 20/20 desk
in the Kirkhof Center.
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GVFaces

The national theater program involves students from colleges and universities nationwide and serves as a catalyst in improving the quality of college
theatre in the United States. The KCACTF has grown into a network of
more than 600 academic institutions throughout the country, where theater
departments and student artists showcase their work and receive outside
assessment by KCACTF respondents .

continued on page 4
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Kim Bode
Marketing Director
As she looks out the window from her office in the
Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences, Kim Bode
can see the explosion of health care-related construction in the surrounding area - an area that has come
to be known as the "Medical Mile."
Bode, the marketing director for the West Michigan
Science and Technology Initiative, finds it thrilling to
be in the middle of all that development.
"It's exciting for me to be involved in this," Bode
said. "This isn't just a job to me. It's a passion."
Grand Rapids' reputation as a center of life sciences continues to grow. It's an industry that could
reshape the economy of West Michigan, and WMSTI
is one of the leading forces behind that growth by
helping tum life science industry innovations into
commercial products. It's Bode's job to help get the
word out about WMSTI's work. She is responsible
for planning special events, including the annual Life
Sciences Business Showcase. She oversees publications and other communications and does fundraising
forWMSTI.
Bode is a Grand Valley alum, graduating in 2002 with
a bachelor's degree in communications. All through
college, she worked in Facilities Planning, and she
got a job there full-time after graduation.
"Grand Valley saw this vision a long time ago," Bode

said. "The university did
an amazing job of placing
itself right in the middle of
where all the action is in
the life science industry."
Housed in the CookDe Vos Center for Health
Sciences, WMSTI 's goal
is to grow and diversify
the community economy
by creating an environKim Bode
ment that inspires innovation and supports the
commercialization of science and technology, while
placing students and faculty in the research and commercialization process .
WMSTI's fast-paced environment keeps Bode busy.
"I just absolutely love to work. All of my friends
know this , and they either accept it or they don't see
me," she said. "I think I'm addicted to it."
In addition to her work at Grand Valley, Bode is
active in the community. She serves on the boards
of the American Marketing Association, West
Michigan Public Relations Society of America , glimaWest, Maverick and the Michigan Street Business
Assocation. In recognition for her work, Bode was
named one of the Grand Rapids Business Journal's
"40 Under 40" in October.
In her spare time - which she acknowledges is rare
- Bode cares for her two dogs and enjoys reading.
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Across Campus
Singh: Confidence in Local Economy
Down
Confidence in the local economy has dipped to its lowest levels in 13
years, according to an annual benchmark survey 'by Grand Valley State
University economist Hari Singh.
Singh , chair of the Economics Department in the Seidman College of
Business , unveiled his annual economic forecast for the regional economy
on January 18. The survey includes business leaders from Kent, Ottawa,
Muskegon , and Allegan counties. The survey was conducted in November
2007 across sectors. The respondents use a scale from zero percent (no
confidence at all) to 100 percent (complete confidence).

Hari Singh

"In our past surveys of the region for 13 years, when the economy has
been growing steadily at a robust rate, the confidence index has depicted
a high level of confidence - generally around 80 percent for the private
sector," Singh said. "The confidence index has been meandering around
65 since the recession in 2001 . The results this year show that business
confidence in the private sector has come down to 55.77 percent. This
is the first year that overall confidence has fal len below the 60 percent
benchmark."

According to the survey, employment is expected to be relatively flat in
2008, and overall sales are expected to grow at a lower rate of 1.5 percent
for the year. The report notes that factors depressing expectations for 2007
and 2008 include the sub-prime housing market crisis, high energy prices ,
and weak job growth prospects due to restructuring.
"The mortgage finance hardships along with the slump in the housing
market could not have come at a worse time ," Singh said.

···--------------------------

What·s ahead
Enron witness to speak about ethics

Famed Enron criminal case witness and internationally acclaimed business
entrepreneur Mike Muckleroy will speak about ethics during his visit to
Grand Valley.
Muckleroy is known for his actions in assisting federa l prosecutors during
the trial of former Enron executive, the late Ken Lay. He has become a
role model to business entrepreneurs, public servants, and others by establishing himself throughout his career as a leader in world energy exploration and development and as a former U.S. Navy Seal.
The presentation will take place January 29, at 4 p.m., in the Cook-DeWitt
Center. The event is free and open to the public . A reception will be held
immediately following Muckleroy's presentation. His visit is sponsored
by the Political Science Department, Pi Sigma Alpha Political Science
Honors Society, and The Grand Valley Delta Sigma Pi business organization .

Professionals of Color series continues
Julianne Malveaux, the 15th president of
Bennett College for Women , is the next
speaker at Grand Valley State University's
Professionals of Color Lecture Series. Her talk,
"Wall Street, Main Street, and the Side Street:
How Do We Fare in the New Economy?" is
planned for Thursday, January 31, from 6-7:30
p.m. at Grand Valley's Eberhard Center, 2nd
Floor.

Washington , San Francisco, and New York. She is the president/CEO of
Last Word Productions , Inc. , a multimedia production company headquartered in Washington, D .C. She currently resides in Greensboro , N.C.
For more information contact Connie Dang , in the Office of Multicultural
Affairs, at xl2177.

Kapell Trio returns to Grand Valley
The Kapell Trio began its musical journey together when violinist Stephen
Shipps and pianist Stephen Swedish asked Grand Valley State University
cellist Pablo Mahave-Veglia to join them in their debut recital at Grand
Valley in 2007. They return to perform in the Guest Artist Series on
Thursday, January 31.
Their performance is from 8-10 p.m. in the Sherman Van Solkema Recital
Hall , Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus. Admission is free .
Shipps , a member of the University of Michigan faculty, is a former member of the Meadowmount and Amadeus trios. He has appeared as soloist
with the symphony orchestras of Indianapolis, Dallas , Omaha, Seattle , and
Ann Arbor.
Swedish has built an international reputation as an outstanding solo
performer and a world-class collaborator and chamber music player.
Mahave-Veglia is an assistant professor of music at Grand Valley who has
performed worldwide. In the past year alone he has appeared as soloist
with the Holland, Michigan Symphony, performed at the Bang on A Can
Marathon in New York City and toured widely with a solo program of
Bach Cello Suites using original instruments.

Julianne Malveaux

Malveaux serves on the boards of the
Economic Policy Institute, The Recreation
Wish List Committee of Washington, D.C. , and the Liberian Education
Trust. She received her bachelor's and master 's degrees in economics
from Boston College , and earned a doctorate in economics from MIT. Her
writing appears regularly in USA Today , Black Issues in Higher Education,
Ms. Magazine, Essence magazine, and The Progressive. Her weekly columns appear in numerous newspapers across the country. She is co-author
of Unfinished Business: A Democrat and A Republican Take On the JO
Most Important Issues Women Face and co-editor of The Paradox of
Loyalty: An African American Response to the War on Terrorism .
Malveaux has appeared on PBS 's "To The Contrary," ABC's "Politically
Incorrect," Fox News Channel's "O'Reilly Factor" and stations such as
C-SPAN , MSNBC and CNBC . She has also hosted talk radio programs in

For more information, contact the Department of Music at x13484 .

Indulge In a Cause
The Women's Center's is holding its annual evening of decadent chocolate
desserts, Indulge in a Cause, on February 6. The event benefits the center 's programs and services. Indulge in a Cause will feature the area's best
chocolate desserts and a silent auction. A list of the 2008 auction packages
is available on the Women 's Center Web site.
The event is February 6 from 5-7:30 p.m. in the Hager-Lubbers Exhibition
Hall in the De Vos Center. Tickets are $30 and are available through the
Women's Center, xl2748 or by e-mail at womenctr@gvsu .edu .
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General events

5 p.m.: Counseling & Career Services seminar,
The Art of Public Speaking. 204 STU. Call
x13266 for more information.

8 p .m .: Guest Artist Series presents The Kapell
Trio. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall,
PAC . Call x13484 for more information.

Wed., Jan. 30

Fri., Feb. 1

January 24 - March 21: Inuit Art Exhibit. PAD.
Call x12515 for more information.

8 a.m.: TIAA-CREF Individual Counseling
Appointments. 042 KC. Call xl2215 for more
information.

5:30 p.m.: Presidents ' Ball: A Red Carpet Affair.
De Vos Place, Grand Rapids , MI. Contact
Natalie Bush at Bushn@student.gvsu.edu for
more information.

Mon., Jan. 28

Noon: Toastmasters . 167 LOH. Call x12204 for
more information.

January 7 - February 1: My 01' Man by Patricia
Polacco: A Children's Book from Concept to
Completion. 1121 PAC. Call x12564 for more
information.

Noon: Grand Valley Alzheimer's Support Group.
242 KC. Call x12215 for more information.

7:30 p .m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presents
Ragtime the Musical. LAT, PAC . Call x13484
for more information.

Thurs., Jan. 31
3 p .m.: Reception for Jeanne J. Arnold. Alumni
House, Allendale Campus. Call x12180 for
more information.

7:30 a.m.: Toastmasters . UClub . Call xl 7337 for
more information.

6 p.m.: Julianne Malveaux lecture, Wall Street,
Main Street and the Side Street: How Do We
Fare in the New Economy? 2nd Floor EC.
Call x12177 for more information.

4:30 p.m.: Liz Borgwardt lecture, Historical
Perspectives on Human Rights and
International Justice. Cook-DeWitt Center.
Call xl8655 for more information.

Tues., Jan. 29

5:30 p.m.: Poverty Think Tank Series presents
Supporting Poor and Working Class Students.

8 a.m.: TIAA-CREF Individual Counseling
Appointments. 042 KC. Call x12215 for more
information.

Sat., Feb. 2
7:30 p .m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presents
Ragtime the Musical. LAT, PAC.

Sun., Feb. 3
2 p.m.: GVSU Opera Theatre presents Ragtime
the Musical. LAT, PAC.

6 p.m.: Professional of Color Lecture Series
presents Julianne Malveaux, Economist and
President of Bennett College for Women. 2nd
Floor EC. Call x12177 for more information.

--------------------------•••-------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News

Sketches

Roger Moiles, adjunct instructor of political
science, provided on-air political analysis from
Detroit for a live, Arabic-language, broadcast of
the Michigan primary election, which returns to
the Middle East countries by the Alhurra television news network.

Students taking Beginning Ballroom Dance during the fall semester donated thirty children 's
books to the Guiding Light Mission's Children's
Holiday Party. During the past three years students in Ballroom Dance at GVSU have donated
more than 150 books to children's organizations. Beginning Ballroom Dance is taught
by Movement Science professors John and
Elizabeth Kilbourne.

Donald Zinman, assistant professor of political science, was interviewed on the January 16
morning-newscast of FOX 17 about the Michigan
presidential primary election.
Steve Nizielski, was recently interviewed by a
reporter for the Holland Sentinel about
organic foods .
Ben Rudolph, professor of marketing at the
Seidman College of Business, was interviewed,
January 21, by WGVU for a story on holiday
sales this past Christmas .

Martha Golensky, professor of social work,
presented a paper titled "Doing the Right Thing:
A Mental Health System at the Crossroads" at
the 36th Annual Conference of the Association
for Research on Nonprofit Organizations and
Voluntary Action in Atlanta. In addition, she
and Steven Smith, assistant professor of Social
Work, were principal speakers in a colloquy
titled "Applied Research as a Strategic Tool for
Nonprofit Managers" at this event, sponsored by
the Pracademics Section, of which she is chair.

Richard Stoelzel, associate professor of music ,
was a featured performer in several concerts
throughout Germany as a guest of the Berlin
Opera. In addition he presented a master class
for the young artist program at the Komische
Oper Berlin.
Robert Hollister, assistant professor in biology,
was recently elected to the editorial advisory
board of Global Change Biology , which is the
premiere journal in environmental science, ecology, and biodiversity conservation.
James P. Dunn, associate professor of biology, along with H. Hereau and A. J. Klomp,
Grand Valley undergraduates, published
" Diversity of Cicadellidae (Hemiptera) and
Cercopidae (Hemiptera) on sand prairies of
Newaygo County, Michigan," in Great Lakes
Entomologist. 39: 15-24 2007.

---------------------------•••--------------------------Grand Valley students attend Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival
continued from page 2

ing and acting in shows at Grand Valley during the past year.

Whitney Hershberger led her team in winning the first ever Design Storm
competition, where teams of four are assigned a play and required to develop plans for a set, costumes, lighting and direction , and then present their
ideas to a panel of judges.

Grand Valley visiting assistant professor Ian Borden accompanied the
students to the competition. He is a certified teacher from the Society of
American Fight Directors and conducted two stage combat workshops .

Ten Grand Valley students took part in the Irene Ryan acting competition,
which involves two scenes and a monologue . Scott Watson and partner
Nancee Moes reached the semi-finals. Certificate of Merit winners included
Hannah Gaff, Josh King, Brit Shea and Sara Vasquez , for their work in
makeup, costume, set and lighting design, as well as directing , stage manag-

"This was our largest and most successful contingent of Grand Valley students ever at the festival," said Borden. "I'm glad they have been so wonderfully recognized for their efforts."
For more information contact Borden in the School of Communications at
xl8076.

